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June 26nd, 2018 

Chesaning Village Planning Commission Minutes 
 

 

Commission Chair Rodman called the meeting of the Chesaning Village Planning Commission to order at 

7:03 PM on June 26th, 2018 in the Village of Chesaning council chambers. 

Roll Call: Present -  Brown, Greenfelder, Vondrasek, Parker, Seeley-Navarre, Rodman 

    Absent - Barnum, Hoover 

    Feltman 

 

Motioned by Brown, supported by Greenfelder to approve the agenda.   Motion carried. 

Motioned by Greenfelder, supported by Parker to approve the minutes from the May 22nd, 2018 meeting.   

Motion carried. 

Public Comments: 

None 

Unfinished Business: 

None 

New Business: 

Solar Panel Ordinance: Review & Recommendation to Village Council 

Rodman gave a recap of the trip to the solar panel farm in Lapeer, MI. 

Rodman inquired if there would be enough space at the potential site to have a multi-layer tree berm 

similar to Lapeer’s. Troy confirmed that a berm like that should be possible. 

Feltman mentioned that Lapeer did not treat every property line the same. 

Rodman suggested adding a line to Article 4, Setbacks requiring a seventy-five (75) foot setback from 

residential property lines. 

Rodman inquired about the height requirements for the berms and what trees to plant on and around them. 

Vondrasek commented that he had discussed what trees would be good for screening around the solar 

farm with a local landscaper.  

Rodman stated that she didn’t see a need for a berm if the landscaping included staggered lines of trees. 

Rodman asked if landscaping should be put in the ordinance or left to be general. 

Seeley-Navarre commented that landscaping was already included in the ordinance. She continued to 

describe what she had seen at the solar farm in Lapeer for example. 

Rodman asked the commission members if there were any changes they would like to make regarding the 

Landscaping portion of Article 4. 

Vondrasek suggested that “The use of berms evergreen plantings along property lines adjacent to 

residential land uses is strongly encouraged.” be changed to, “The use of berms and evergreen plantings 

along property lines adjacent to residential land uses is required.” 

Vondrasek continued by mentioning the requirement that trees be four feet tall at the time of planting. 



2 | P a g e  
 

Feltman suggested that if the ordinance were to forego berms then the commission may want to consider 

adding height to the trees. 

Seeley-Navarre expressed concern about the maintenance of the berms. 

Feltman asked if the commission wanted to specify evergreen or leave it open to more flexibility. 

Vondrasek suggested to change “The use of berms and evergreen plantings along property lines adjacent 

to residential land uses is required.”  to, “The use of berms and mutually agreed upon plantings along 

property lines adjacent to residential land uses is required.” 

Rodman suggested the addition addressing the maximum height of grass. Vondrasek mentioned reading 

that they use grass that does not grow over a certain height. 

Rodman stated that Mr. Bishop’s concerns with the solar farm is having tall grasses and weeds growing. 

Rodman questioned the handling of lawn maintenance. Feltman stated that’s more of a general 

maintenance not so much landscaping.  

Feltman stated that the commission is already letting the solar farms know. with the approval process, that 

they need to submit something for commission review. 

Feltman expressed that he is not overly concerned about people seeing as they drive by. Rodman 

concurred. 

Feltman inquired about neighbors across the street. 

Parker commented about property values going up around solar farms. 

Vondrasek suggested that “Trees shall be a minimum of four (4) feet tall and shall remain in good 

condition for the life of the solar farm.” be changed to, “All mutually agreed upon plantings shall remain 

in good condition for the life of the solar farm” 

Greenfelder suggested “The use of berms and mutually agreed upon plantings along property lines 

adjacent to residential land uses is required. All mutually agreed upon plantings shall remain in good 

condition for the life of the solar farm” be changed to, “The use of berms and mutually agreed upon 

plantings along property lines adjacent to residential land uses is required and shall remain in good 

condition for the life of the solar farm” 

Rodman mentioned that during the webinar her and Greenfelder issues with runoff was mentioned. 

Rodman requested to look at where decommissioning of the site, at the end of a project, was addressed. 

Feltman suggested “This includes supplying evidence of an agreement with the underlying property 

owner that ensures proper removal of all equipment and restoration of the site within six (6) months of 

decommissioning or abandonment of the project.” be changed to, “This includes supplying evidence of an 

agreement with the underlying property owner that ensures proper removal of all equipment and 

restoration of the site to original condition within six (6) months of decommissioning or abandonment of 

the project.” 

Feltman inquired about setback requirements. 

Rodman began discussion about height restrictions. Wondered if the sixteen feet restriction was too high. 

Seeley-Navarre commented on the heights at the Lapeer farm. 

Rodman asked if the company is looking for something in particular. 
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Seeley-Navarre commented that they wanted to put in moving panels. 

Greenfelder suggested changing “All photovoltaic panels and support structures located in a solar farm 

shall be restricted to a maximum height of sixteen (16) feet when oriented at a maximum tilt.” to, “All 

photovoltaic panels and support structures located in a solar farm shall be restricted to a maximum 

height of twelve (12) feet when oriented at a maximum tilt.” 

Rodman suggested changing “All photovoltaic panels and support structures located in a solar farm shall 

be restricted to a maximum height of sixteen (16) feet when oriented at a maximum tilt.” to, “All 

photovoltaic panels and support structures located in a solar farm shall be restricted to a maximum 

height of ten (10) feet when oriented at a maximum tilt.” 

Seeley-Navarre asked if the company would be conducting a wind study. Rodman confirmed that they 

would perform a wind study. 

Feltman stated that the company would need to get a variance if they wanted more height than the ten 

feet. 

Greenfelder re-presented her change of “All photovoltaic panels and support structures located in a solar 

farm shall be restricted to a maximum height of sixteen (16) feet when oriented at a maximum tilt.” to, 

“All photovoltaic panels and support structures located in a solar farm shall be restricted to a maximum 

height of twelve (12) feet when oriented at a maximum tilt.” 

Feltman suggested the addition of the sentence “Lot lines adjacent to residential properties shall be 

negotiated on a site by site basis.” To Article 4, Setbacks. 

Feltman Stated that Lapeer did not want to have fencing, but stated that he thought it would be better to 

leave in the fencing portion. 

Seeley-Navarre asked about warning signage around the property.  

Greenfelder made a motion to recommend the 2018-02 Solar Panel Farm Ordinance with the changes 

made during the meeting to Village Council for approval. Supported by Brown. Motion approved. 

Village Update: Village Administrator 

Feltman gave an update on the road project downtown, the chip-seal project with Chippewa Asphalt, and 

the new combined Village and Chamber offices. He also stated that he was looking for a new home for 

LCI, formerly known as Hehr. 

Greenfelder inquired about the Heritage House, Feltman gave a brief update. 

Rodman inquired about having a meeting in July. 

Rodman asked about the project on Sedlar property, Feltman gave a brief statement about the current 

standings at the property. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:57 pm. 

 

Submitted by Planning Secretary Lisa Bohn 

 


